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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1 . This action is responsive to application filed on June 27, 2003. Claims 1-31 are pending 
examination. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings filed on 6/27/2003 are acknowledged and are acceptable. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C: 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

5. Claims 13,25 and 29 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. A statutory computer process is determined not by how 
the computer performs the process, but by what actions an actual computer will perform to 
achieve a practical application with a useful, concrete and tangible result. The claims are 
presented simply as a program per se which consists of software instructions without a physical 
tangible output result that is conveyed to a user in a real-world application of the tangible results. 
The claims are non-statutory because applicant is claiming an intangible software program per se 
and because they do not claim a practical application with a tangible result, (see MPEP Section 
2106(IV)(Q). 



Application/Control Number: 10/607,592 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2157 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 3-4 and 14-16 recites the limitation M the request identification transition" in line 1. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on . 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Microsoft 
("ASP.NET QuickStarts Tutorial", dated 2002). 

7. In reference to claim 1, Microsoft teaches a method for tracking completion of a request 
across a request identification boundary in a system including a trace log for recording stages of 
completing a request, the method comprising: 

first recording, within the trace log, a first event including a first request identification 
(page.l and figure 1); 

second recording, within the trace log, a second event including a second request 
identification (page 1 and figure 1); and 
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storing linking information, within the trace log marking a transition of the request 
identification from the first request identification to the second request identification (page 1 
and figure 1). 

8. In reference to claim 2, Microsoft teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the request 
identification transition corresponds to processing the request by a first and a second server 
component (page 1 and figure 1). 

9. In reference to claim 3, Microsoft teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the request 
identification transition corresponds to processing the request by a first and a second thread 
(page 1 and figure 1). • 

10. In reference to claim 4, Microsoft teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the request 
identification transition corresponds to changing a request identification while completing a 
same transaction arising from the request (page 1 and figure 1). 

11. In reference to claim 5, Microsoft teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the request 
identification transition corresponds to transferring a request from a first machine to a second 
machine (page 1). 

12. In reference to claim 6, Microsoft teaches the method of claim 1 further comprising the 
step of correlating, by a consumer utility, the first and second events to the request using the 
linking information (page 1). 

13. In reference to claim 7, Microsoft teaches the method of claim 6 further comprising 
applying by the consumer utility, a set of trace records for the request, including event records 
for the first and second events, to a state machine (page 2 and figure 2). 
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14. In reference to claim 8, Microsoft teaches the method of claim 7 wherein the state 
machine models a sequence of events corresponding to a composite request (pages 2-4). 

15. In reference to claim 9, Microsoft teaches the method of claim 7 wherein an event type 
value is stored for each recorded event and wherein the event type value directs progression of 
the state machine (pages 2-4). 

16. In reference to claim 10, Microsoft teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the storing 
linking information step is performed after the first recording event and before the second 
recording step (pages 2-4). 

1 7. In reference to claim 1 1 , Microsoft teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the linking 
information comprises a request identification transition event record, and wherein the request 
identification transition event record includes: a transition event identifier, the first request 
identification, and the second request identification (pages 2-4). 

18. In reference to claim 12, Microsoft teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the first 
recording. step and second recording step each comprises storing a timestamp corresponding to 
the first and second events, respectively (pages 2-4). 

19. In reference to claims 13-24, 25-28 and 29-31, these claims respectively teach an event 
framework, an event utility, and an event record provider which all correspond to the method 
claims of claims 1-12. Therefore, claims 13-24, 25-28 and 29-31 are rejected based upon the 
same rationale as the above rejections of claims 1-12. 



Application/Control Number: 10/607,592 
Art Unit: 2157 



Page 6 



Conclusion 



20. The claims are interpreted with their broadest reasonable interpretation. Applicant is 
advised that the above specified citations of the relied upon prior art are only representative of 
the teachings of the prior art, and that any other supportive sections within the entirety of the 
reference (including any figures, incorporation by references, claims and priority documents) is 
implied as being applied to teach the scope of the claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ramy M. Osman whose telephone number is (571) 272-4008. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



RMO 

March 2, 2007 




